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IT. Cor. Chap. v. Ver. 7 


We walk by Fa IT H, and not by 
SIGHT. 


SHESE Words, relating to a 


85 ET Chriſtian's Conduct and Con- 


FS F verſation in the World, do 
SER plainly ſuppoſe a different 
Way or Manner practiſed therein, by 


the Oppoſition expreſſed bet wixt Faith 


and Sight : Faith being founded on 
Truſt and Aſſurance ; the other upon 
Senſe and Reaſon, upon Evidence and 
Demonttration. 


WurkkrokkE I ſhall take occaſion, be- 


fore this learned Audience, to treat di- 


tinctly upon thele Two oppoſite Points, 
— B con- 
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cleave heartily to our Friend. Now 


The Reaſunableneſs of Faith: 
conſidering the Text under the follow- 
ing Heads of Dilcourle. _ 


I. Concerning a Rule or Direction 
here laid down, by which we Chriſtians 


ought to walk, and that is by Faith. 


II. How far Reaſon is concerned in 
this Rule, and what Part it atts. 


III. 4s it fuel to us a few Re- 
flections for our Religious Uſe and Im- 


- Proves - 


I. Concerning the Rule herelaid down 
for Chriſtians to walk by, and that is 
by Faith. As to which I need only 
mention, that it is Part of our Pro- 
feſſion we make at our Baptiſm, To | 
believe all the Articles of our Chriſtian MF 
Faith ; inſomuch, that, without this 
Point of 1 . the other Part of a 


our Vow, of forſaking the World, the 


= 
Fleſh, and the Devil, is not of ſufh- 7; 


| cient Avail: For, in this caſe, it is 


not enough to renounce and abjure an 
Enemy, unleſs we come up to and 


what 


The Reaſonableneſs of Faith. 3 
what it is fo come unto God, our chief 
Friend and ſovereign Good, the A poſtle 
beft informs us; Whoſo cometh unto "God, Heb. xi. 6. 
{avs he, muſt believe that he is. There 
1s NO Approaching or Coming to God 

11ghtly, without Belzef. For, as Virtue 
is a Rule of human Life, as to the pra- 
tical Part; ſo is Faith a Direction no 
lels important, in what concerns the 

Theory. Our Actions mult be juſt, good, 
and Fonels, but then they ought to 

ſpring and proceed from a vieht Prin- 

ciple and Foundation. Now "the Rea- 

{ons why Faith or an hearty Belief is 


made Pure of a Chriſtian's Duty and 
: Rule to walk by, is, Firſt, 

R 1. Becinss the End or Happineſs 
2 propoſed to, and ordained for, a 
; onen, is nbi ble, and at preſent 

f and in this Life, muſt be ſo. If 
> | then that perfect Bliſs and Happineſs 
. to which Man alpires, be ſuperna- 
8 | tural and inviſible, what Eye of Rea- 
n on is there that can behold it ; 
4 behold it fo as to comprehend it? 
5 For if the great Apoftle himſelf, 
* Saint Paul, who could and might 


B 2 glory 


4 The Reaſonableneſs of Faith. 

glory of Viſions and Revelations, has pro- 
i Cor. ii. 9. nounced of this Bliſs, That Eye hath 
l not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor hath it 
* entered into the Heart of Man to con- 
1 ceirve the good Thmgs which God hath 
prepared for thoſe that love him; how 
ſhall we be able to think and conceive 
better? Is our Knowledge of itſelf {ut- 
ficient for theſe Myſteries ? Shall we 
preſume to reverle the ſame Apoſtle's 


could anticipate all Knowledge and 
Fruition now, what would there be 

for us to know and enjoy hereafter : 
We muſt walk by Faith as yet, and 
cor. xiii. 10. not by Sig bi : When that which is Per- 
feet is come, that which is mmperfett 

ſhall be done away. At preſent, Faith 

Yev. . x, is rightly deſcribd to be the Subſtance 
* bers. Of Things hoped for, and the Argu- 
ment or Evidence of Things not ſeen. 

If then what we hope for, is to be our 

future Happinels, it cannot, whilſt we 


inviſible Things of God, his eternal 
Power and Godhead, are clearly ſeen, 
it is by Argument and Concluſion that 


Aſſertion in another Place, That we ſee 
1Cor.xiii.12. Only through a Glaſs darkly 0 If we 


hope for it, be preſent to ns. If the 


they 
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they are ſo, bezng, as our Apoſtle aſſures 


us, unden ſtood by the World's Creation, Rom. i. 20. 


and the Thmegs that are made. In 
ſhort, by Faith we walk even in theſe 
Particulars; we are {upported in anAl- 


 tyrance and firm Perſuaſion of them . 


we have Realon and Ground luthcient 
to believe them, tho' we cannot fully 


comprehend them. 


Secondly, As our Reward, the Glory 


to be revealed, is, and mult be far out 
of Sight: As our Knowledge is but dim 


and faint, in Compariſon of that Per- 
fection, we are hereafter capable of at- 
taining, in beholding the Face of God ; 
As the Limits of our Knowledge in this 


reſpect are bounded and determined; 


So neither can we pretend to a better 


Inſight into and Diſcovery of the Way 
and Means the infinite Wildom of God 


found out in the bringing about the 
Work of our Redemption, and the re- 
covering of loſt Man to himſelf. 


Wuar Force or Power of human 
Reaſon could ever have thought of and 
contriv'd that wonderful A 

your — 0 
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' of God reconciling the World to him- 
=_ | ſelf by our Sabiour Chriſt * Who could 
. have conceived that Eternity ſhould be 
= born in Time ? That a Virgin ſhould 
| bring forth? That God himſelf ſhould | _ 
4 become Incarnate? ſhould live amongſt ! 
; il us as a Man, and then die a Sacrifice for 
5 the Sins of Men ? Nay, what is yet.! 
more confeſſedly a Myſtery, That in | 
the Unity of the Godhead, there ſhould 
5 be a Trinity of Perſons? What Wit; 0 
it What Invention; What human Under- i 
vj ſtanding is ſufficient for theſe Things t 
- Too ſhort is the Line, too light the , 
.- Plummet of Man's Reaſon to ſearch | t 
Cor. ii. 10. into and reach theſe deep Ibings of | ( 
1 
| 
c 
a 
v 


A God: Theſe Myſteries have been hid from 
* Col. i. 2. Ages and Generations, lays St. Paul, but 
£4 are now made manifeſt to the Saints; 
Wal that 1s, By our Saviour's Revealing of 
a. them, by his Apoſtles Preaching, and | 

the inſpired Writings delivering them t 
to us: and they became manifeſt by 1 0 
divine and infallible Teſtimonies, by 
which we learn, that there are ſuch 
Myſteries, and that the Means of our 
Salvation were wonderfully accom- 
pliſh'd: But how to ſolve theſe Things, 

How 


The Reaſmableneſs of Faith. 


how to unriddle them to our Under- 
ftandings, ſo as to have a clear and 
adequate Notion of them, that is 
not the Work of finite Reaſon 


0 


The Angels themſelves, ſays Saint Pi. 


Peter, deſired to look into them; but 
could not attain a full View of them. 
What human Soul, then, can be ſup— 
| poſed large enough to receive and com- 
prehend them? Reaſon gives the true 
Form to a Man, and is a common 
Stamp upon Mankind in general : And 
it is Preſumption in us, as mere Men, 
to pretend to a greater Share of it, to 
a more refined and exalted Uſe of it, 
than has been known to the Ages and 
Generations before us: Nay, why 1s 
not the Preference due, and more pro- 
perly to be allowed to thoſe great Teach- 
ers of Morality and Science, the Sages 
aforetime in the Heathen World ; For 
who knows, but for wile Ends Almigh- 
ty God ſet up Socrates, Plato, and 
others, amongſt the Gentiles, that, con- 
ſidering there was no other Manitelta- 
tion of Cod made known to them, 
r WF than what was viſible, from the Crea- 
| tures; no other Worſhip, than what 

Was 


8 


and what theſe great Philoſophers of 


The Reaſonableneſs of Faith. 
was handed down to them from uncer- 
tain Tradition; they might go as great 
Lengths, as it was poſſible for mere 
human Wiſdom to attain; That ſo 


they might read Leſſons to the reſt of 
Mankind for upholding Natural Rel:- 


gion, at leaſt : That, as our Apoſtle 


argues, Men might happily ſeek after 
God, and arrive at a Knowledge, ſuch 
as it was, of a Supreme and Firft 
Being, the Original and Caule of all 
Things they beheld below, ſo wonder- 


fully contrived, ſo wiſely and orderly 


diſpoled in Number, Weight and Mea- 
{ure; and farther, That they might be 


ſhining Inſtances and Examples of Vir- 
tue; That Mankind might not wholly 


ſink and degenerate into Brutes, and 
give themſelves over to an irregular 


Conduct of Senſe and Appetite, and 
to which depraved Nature prompted 


them; That they might ſee, commend 
and approve, that Goodneſs, that Pro- 
bity and Honeſty, which they had Ex- 


amples of in others, though not in 


themſelves. Indeed, the utmoſt Know- 
ledge the School of Nature taught, 


Old 


The Reaſonableneſs of Faith. 
Old pretended to ſhew, was, That there 
was a Deity, a Firſt Mover and Cauſe 
of all Things, and they gathered from 
the Order, Connexion and Diſpoſal of 


the Creatures, that he was Wile, Juſt, 


and Good, and, by conſequence, that 


there was ſomething of an Honour and 


Worſhip due to him, as the ſupreme 
Good, and Sovereign Lord of all. Add 
to this, That by reflecting upon their 
own Minds, by Diſcourſe and Reaſon- 


ing, they repreſented to themſelves a 


faint Landikip, as it were, of another 
Life ; that the Soul was immortal, as 


ſome ſaid, though others denied it, or, 


at leaſt, had many Doubts about it : 
Others, indeed, ſuppoſed that there 
would be Rewards and Puniſhments in 


another State, not knowing how to 


clear and vindicate the Juſtice of God 
in his, otherwiſe, unaccountable Diſ- 
penſations here. But then they went 


no farther : for, indeed, Reaſon itſelf 
was not able to go on. The Myſteries 
of Chriſtian Knowledge, ſuch as the 


Trinity, Incarnation, the Redemption of 
Mankind in that aſtoniſhing Manner, 


the Renewal and Illumination of the 


C Mind 


: 
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Mind by the Holy Ghoſt, the regula- 


ting Mens Thoughts, as well as their 


outward Actions, and the Reſurrection 


of the Body after Death: Theſe were 


ſublime Truths beyond the Reach of 


the moſt improved human Reaſon, by 
which they were not attainable; but 
are the Objects of Faith only, and 
by that Rule and Meaſure we Chriſti- 
ans now receive, and have them : 


all the Knowledge allowed us of theſe 


Matters is by Revelation. Divine Au— 
thority we have, and on that we rely, 
for the Truth of theſe Things, with- 
out ſeeking farther for a Reaſon how 
they ſhould be, any farther than that 


they are revealed. We have ſufficient 


Teftimony and Infallible Atteſtation to 


build our Truſt and Confidence on; 
to adhere firmly and certainly by an 


Aſſent to ſuch divine Myſteries ; and 


in a way ſurer than we can have 


by a Belief on human Authority, be- 
_ cauſe our Aſſurance and Certainty is 
grounded and depends on God's Ve- 
racity, who cannot lie. So that upon 
the whole, we have good and rg 
ent Warrant to believe, what we can- 

not 


a 
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not fully underſtand. And this it is 
to walk by Faith. This is a Part of a 
Chriſtian's Duty to receive and adhere 
to theſe ſublime Truths, becauſe they 
come from Cod, and becauſe of that 
divine Teſtimony, to give an undoubt- 
ing Aﬀent to them. And why we 
ſhould do ſo, is, becauſe God requires 
it; who ſurely knows what is belt 
for us, and has Power to make what 
Conditions he pleaſes for our Worſhip 
and his Acceptance: And ſince an Al- 


ſent herein to ſome Truths which we 


cannot comprehend, is required; this 
is an Argument, that our Faith is not 
unreaſonable, becauſe, if fo, the Wit- 
dom of God would never have preſcri- 
bed it. Now, that he does preſcribe 
it, is abundantly plain from Scripture. 
In the very Commiſſion Chriſt gave 
the Apoſtles before his Aſcenſion, this 


Condition of Believing occurs: Go yeMark xvi. 
into all the World, and preach the Goſ- 


pel to every Creature, he that believeth 
and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; but he 
that belzeveth not, ſhall be damned. 


] Theſe Things are written, lays St. Zohn,Jown xx. 31. 


that ye might believe that Jelus is the 
8 ET 2 Chrift, 


12 The Reaſonableneſs of Faith. 
Syriſt, and that believing, ye might have 
Life through his Name. Thus, in ano- 
ther Place, our Saviour aſſures the ee, 
John vi. 29. That it was the Work of God, that ye 
believe on him, whom he hath ſent : 
And yet more expreſly the beloved 
1 Johni1.23+ {ciple tells us, That this is God's Com- 
mandment, That we believe in the Name 
of o Lord Feſus Chrift, In a Word, 
the Apoſtle to the Hebrews puts it out 
of Doubt, when he acquaints us, That 
Heb. xi. 6. without Faith, it 15 impoſſible to pleaſe 
od; nay, ſuch a Faith as ig the Sub- 
ſtance of Things hoped for, and the 
Evidence of Things not ſeen. And thus 
much for the Firſt Particular, I laid 
down from the Text, That Faith is a 
Rule for Chriſtians to walk by : | 
now proceed, . 


Sscecondly, To illuſtrate this Point 
farther, and to ſhew, how far Reaſon 
"7p acts, and is concerned in this Rule? 
3 Now Reaſon, that Faculty, or Part of 
GS .&en. 4 2. the Soul, which is made after God's 
con Image, as far as it partakes of that, 
18, as it were, a Ray and Spark of Di- 
vinity, and therefore is certainly - 

uſe 


in Matters of Religion. God made us 


or Evil, Life or Death, Happmeſs or 


ſequent upon ſuch Choice; ſo that in 
theſe we mutt be determined by Reaſon; 


to be Men indeed, by purtuing thoſe 
Steps and uſing thoſe Helps, which 


may be glorified, and our own Salva- 


enabled todiſtinguiſh Truth from Falſe- 
hood, the Freaks of Enthuſiaſm, and 


The Reaſouableneſs of Faith. 
uſe in the Guidance of ourſelves, even 
reaſonable Creatures, and has propoſed 


to us ſeveral Things, as Objects of 
our Choice, or Refuſal; ſuch as Good Deut 


Miſery, Rewards or Pumiſhments, con- 


and by the right Conduct of this Fa- 
culty, we ſhew and diſcover ourſelves 


in Equity and Prudence we ought to 
do; by refuſing Evil, and chooſing 
Good; by making that our Option, 
which is, at once, both our Intereſt 
and Duty, and which God lets before 
us, that, by a wiſe Choice, his Name 


tion be obtained. _ 

B y Reaſon, alſo, we excel the Brute- 
Part of the Creation; by this we are 
the Frauds of ill-deſigning Men. 
- By 
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Tim. ii. 6. Scyiptures are the Word of God, and 
ſtian to know, and practiſe : That in 


ae vii. 38. Reaſon, ſince they contain the /zvely 
| 111. 2. rn ; 
mn Oracles of God; the Fund, Fountain, 


i Cor. ii. 13. lation with another, ſpiritual Things 
tient and primitive Sages, to know 
current Voice of the Church of the 


be a good Stand and Foundation for 
us to reſt upon. 55 


The Reaſouableneſs of Faith. 


By this we are convinced, That the 
contain all Things neceſſary for a Ori- 


them is to be found the moſt exalted 


and Original, of all Truth and Wiſdom. 


— c 235 eo+ 
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By this, we farther are led to a Diſ- 
covery of the right Senſe of Scripture; 
namely, By conſulting the Original 
Text, by comparing one Part of Reve- 


with ſpiritual; and in all difficult 
Places, by having Recourle to the an- 


what their Senſe is of theſe Matters, 
and what has been the joint, and con- 


Three firſt Centuries ; This we take to 


Bur then, as on one Side we muſt 
remember, that there are ſome amongſt 
us, who, in Matters of Religion, entire- 


ly 


The Reaſmableneſi Fra 18 
ly throw out Reaſon, being led by an 


| unaccountable zuward Liebt, by which 
they have ſet aſide the plain, poſitive 
IIſtitutions of CHriſts Baptiſm, and the 
lords Supper, and have turned ſeveral 
„ of the Articles of Belief into Parable 
rand Allegory; lo, again, there is ano- 
ther Sort of Men in the World, who 
are Profeſſors of Reaſon alone, to an 
; entire Rejection of all Faith and Reve- 
5 lation. Perſons they are, who obſerve 
| no Bounds, no Moderation, but, under 
"M1 the Pretence of Free-thinking, and the 
| natural Tiberties of Man ind, throw 
. | off all Subjection to Laws, human and 
divine. — They idolize, and make a 
8 God, as it were, of Reaſon, aſcribing 
a fort of Infallibility to it, aſſerting a 
: Claim tothe Infallibility of fallible human 
. Judgment. Tis the high Conceit of 
* this, that puffs them up into a Con- 
. tempt of all Creed. makers, and the 
y Creeds themſelves; thoſe wholeſome 
Proviſions, which are the Teſts of our 
: Chriſtian Communion, and declaratory 
i of our Common Faith; ſo admirably 
: | concerted by the moſt approved antient 
„ Councils, and ſo well confirmed by 


the 
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the Experience of all Times and Ages 
in the Church, 


Trus theſe modern Aſſertors of 


: Reaſon {et themſelves againſt Faith; 


will allow that to have no Place in Re- 


ligion ; and, inſtead of Reaſon's being 
under the Guidance of Faith; Faith, 


according to them, muſt be under the 


Dominion and Controul of Reaſon; 


ſuch are thoſe mighty Men, now in 


the World of the Race of Anak, Ty- 
rants in Underſtanding, aſſuming to 
_ themſelves the feigned Names of B RU- 


TUS and CAT O, for a Cloak of 


Maliciouſneſs, that they may covertly 
attack the Foundations of all Co- 
vernment, deſpiſing, as St. Jude ſays, 
Dominion, and 1 n Evil of Digni. 


Fes. 


Bur, notwithſtanding the vain 
Boaſts and Pretences of ſuch Men, yet, 
ſure, none can deny, but that it is a 
manifeſt Abuſe of Reaſon to act in this 


Manner; and that, whilſt Chriſtianity 

ſubſiſts in the World, Faith muſt be 

profeſſed and owned, and can, l 
wi 


and ner eden nay, 
and more important Concerns of Hu- 
man Government? Do we not willing 
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will, ſupport itſelf in all the Doctrinal 


Points of Religion. For are not the firſt 
Principles of all Arts and Sciences taken 
upon Truſt or Faith? Can a Child learn 


the firſt Elements of Speech, without be- 
lieving what his Inſtructor teaches, and 


17 


directs him? SO that the Maxim, tho? 


an old one, 1s nevertheleſs true, That 
whoever has a Mind to learn, muſt firſt 
learn to believe. 
Scholar are Modeſty, Docility, and a 


Truſt in the Perſon Teaching. But 
farther; Do we not all of us, if we 
reflect a little, walk by Faith, even in 
Matters, 1n Trade, Buſineſs, 


Worldly 
in the great 


ly aſſent to, and truſt each other, 


where we have any Grounds to hope 


well of the Skill, Knowledge, and Ho- 


neſty of the Perſons we have to do 
with 7 and yet, without any ſtrict De- 


e Phe, or Evidence of "thi Truth, 
often no other Security of the Thing 10 
be done, beſides the bare Word or Pro- 


miſe of the Perſon we deal with? And 


indeed 1t would be wry wrong, were it 
_ other- 


80 neceſſary in a 


Arift, 


18 
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otherwile ; ſince Diverſity of Doubts 


and Scruples would occaſion flow Pro- 
ceedings, if not ſtop and perplex all 


Buſinels, all publick Credit, and, in the 
numerous Variety of Affairs and Acci- 
dents, would be utterly impracticable. 


Should I doubt or dilbelieve, for In- 
ſtance, that there was ſuch a City as 
Rome or Paris, becauſe I myſelf had 


never been there; or, ſhould I queſtion 
whether there ever was ſuch a Perſon 
as Fulins Cæſar, William the Conqueror, 
or Henry the Eighth, becaule I did not 
live in their Times ; does not my In- 


credulity, in {uch caſes, deſerve Con- 
tempt ? And could I ever be thought 


ſerious, and in my right Senſes, whilſt 


I doubted of {uch inconteſted Facts 


and Occurrences! And fhall it be judg- 
ed ſo neceſſary to believe, nay, ſo be- 
'yond Doubt and Scruple to act in our 
Worldly Affairs, and is there not as 
much Reaſon for us to proceed thus in 


Divine Matters? Surely, we may well 


be ſuppoſed not deftitute of Reaſon in 
the Belief of Myſteries, though we can- 


not fully comprehend them; ſurely, 


we have good Grounds to aſſent tothis 
pes or 
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or that Thing, that it is ſo in Fact 


and Truth, oak we have no ocular 
Evidence, and cannot immediately ac- 
count for! it by our Senſes. 


As certainly as there is ſuch a Being 


as Cod, ſo certain is it, that Truth is 
one of his inſeparable Attributes: Now 
if Truth itſelf aſſures me, that ſuch 
and ſuch Things really are, without 
explaining how they are; and that 


upon the Word and Authority of 2 


I am ſufficiently informed of this; it 
follows, that I have abundant Realon 


to believe, without all Doubt, that 


which, by my natural Underſtanding, 
lam not able to unfold. And if far- 
ther, the Old and New Teſtament are 
the Oracles of the Living God, thoſe Rom. ii. 2 


Writings inſpired by Him, fo inform ra- 


tional Creatures of hs Will and their ag x 27. 
Duty, fully declared and laid open; then 
whatever Doctrines I find therein deli- 
vered, however remote from my dim 


Sight, or hid from my Underſtanding, 


yet, that it is ſo, I undoubtedly be- 


lieve, as finding it written with this 
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ſhort Argument annex'd to it, God ſays 
ſo ; therefore, it is true. 


Ay, but {ay ſome, has not God given 

us Reaſon and Faculties to examine 
Things by ? and therefore, one Light 
muſt not extinguiſh and put out ano- 
ther : True; but withal, God has given 

us a Meaſure and Regulation to our 
| Reaſon ; and ſo far as it oblerves Or- 
der, it will never intrench upon the 
Bounds of Faith, or exceed its due and 
preſcribed Limits. As there is a Know- 
Cor. vii. i. Jedge which puffeth up and edifies not; 
ſio there is another Sort (St. Paul tells 
zTim-iii.15. Us) Which is Wiſe unto Salvation thro 
Faith in Chriſt, being aware of know- 
inz more than it ought to know. 

And what if we cannot explain the | 
particular Myſtery of the Trinity in 

Unity ; how God ſhould be born and 

take our Nature upon him ; ftiled by 

the Apoſtle a great Myſtery, God mani- 

feſt m the Fleſh, muſt I not believe 
theſe Things, though I find them in 

the Bible, and that they are command- 

dd to be preached to all, and to be be- 

John v. 9. Iieved by all? If the Witneſs of 1 
4 


dd 
1 ? 
bd 
5 


| N be ſomething, the Witneſs of God 15 


to the Corinthians, That they muſt, cor. x. ;. 
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greater: May not theſe Things be true 
in themſelves, and known to God, tho' 
not conceivable by Man? ls it ſtrange 
that a finite Creature ſhould know lcls 


than an infinite wile Being, the Crea- 


tor of all Things? Which is the leaſt 
Abſurdity, For my Reaſon to ſtoop to 


the Revelation of God; or, the Reve- 


lation of God be made to bend to my 
Reaſon ? Surely St. Paul {poke properly 


bring into Captivity every Thought unto 
the Obedience of Chriſt. 5 


RE ASO, then, with an il Grace, ex-, c ; 


alts and ſets itſelf againſt Chriſt's Reli- 


gion; but does very well as a Subject 
and under Obedience. It does well 79 
try the Spirits whether they be of God : 


for there are many falſe Prophets gone 
out znto the World. It does well fo: Pet. iii. 15 
prove all Things, and examine well be- 


fore-band ; but it muſt be ſure to Hold 
faſt that which is good; to cleave and 
adhere to that, in Oppoſition to all 


the falſe Prejudices and Pretences of 


corrupt Men: Men that would impoſe 
upon 


Theſ. v. 21 
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Vaiah v. 20- Upon us Vice for Virtue, Evil for Good) 
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and for Light Darkneſs. Men that 
would impoſe human Commandments 
for the Doctrines of Cod; Tranſub- 
ſtantiation as founded in Scripture, 
though Scripture, Reaſon, and Senſe 
be evidently againſt it; on which Crz- 
teria the Reſurrection itſelf is ſup- 
ported, believed and made an Article 
of Faith. Reaſon therefore, does well 
whilſt it keeps within its Sphere; then 
it has all its proper Privileges allowed 
it; but, attempting beyond that, 1t be- 
comes dim and ſhort-ſighted. In truth, 
| Reaſon is not the Miſtreſs, but the Hand- 
maid to Faith. Its Duty and Buſineſs 1s 
to look into the Written Word; to be al- 
{ured of the Credit of the Witneſs, and 
that its Evidence be clear and good; and 

then to confer and compare one Portion 
of Scripture with another, by way of 
Proof and Illuſtration; to infer and 
collect, from what is plainly written, 
a Thing not ſo plainly revealed. Thus 

whilſt it acts, it may well be eſteemed 
not only blameleſs and allowable, but 
uſeful too. By proving all Things, and 


i xbeſ vrai. Holding faſt that which is good, it then 


preſerves 


the Firſt is, 


only as an Holy and Lively, but alſo 
as it is a Reaſonable Service, we are 


adviſes us, Not to believe every Spirit, John iv. 1. 


The Reaſonableneſs of Faith. 
preſerves its true Character and Dig- 
nity, and then there is no Fear of its 


incroaching on thoſe Bounds, which 
God has ſet it in his Holy Word. 


BY 


I Now come in the Third, and Laſt 
Place, to make a few Reflections for our 
Religious Uſe and Improvement. And 


1. Tnar if we view Chriſtianity not Rom. xi. 1. 


enabled to judge, that the ſeeming 
Difference betwixt Faith and Reaſon 
is very eaſy to be reconciled. St. John 


but to try the Spirits whether they be 

of God; and we are by St. Paul told, 
That the natural Man receiveth mot « Cor. ii. 14. 
the Things . of the Spirit of God 3 aud! Core 1. 27> 
that the Fooliſhneſs of God ts wiſer 

than Men, Wherefore, it is our Duty, 

as Chrittians, to aſſign to each its proper 

Part; that Revelation be our Guide, 


and Reaſon follow; the one pointing 


out the Way for us to walk in, and 


the other to purſue the right Way ſo 


pointed 
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pointed out; and then Faith and Rea- 


lon may amicably unite, and be at 


Peace ; Faith preſcribe and dictate, and 
Reaſon obey, and the fundamental Ar- 
ticles of our Belief may then be held 


and maintained without any Diſparage- 


ment to our Reaſon, being well appri- 
zed beforehand, and convinc'd of their 


Truth. 1805 


2 Pet. i. 4. 


Jam. ii. 20, 
22, 26. 


Secondly, As we reflect on thoſe juſt 
Terms on which Faith and Reaſon are 
agreed; ſo are we, by the Voice of 
Reaſon, as well as Revelation, led to 


obſerve; That in the Chriſtian Scheme, 


Faith is the great Spring and Principle 
of all Virtue and Godlineſs of Living. 


This it always ſuppoſes, always teaches, 


that Faith and Obedience, Faith and 
good Works, ever ought to be inſepa- 


rable; and that Orthodoxy of Profel- 
ſion does then ſhine forth in its full 


Luſtre and Beauty, when it is attended, 


Prov. X. 9. 


as it ought, with a virtuous Life. 
This is that upright and ſure walking 


recommended by Solomon. This is 
that true Chriſtian Walking by Faith, 


here meant by St. Paul; when we make 


a right 


| liedge; when our Belief enlivens and 
rity, by our Obedience. 


Faith 1s not only a Rule to us in our 
Chriſtian Walking, but alſo in the com- 
mon Affairs of Life, in our Callings ker. l. 12. 
and Buſineſs, and in order to a right 
| diſcharging thole Duties we owe to 


placed ; Let us, from hence, take oc- 


| of which, we muit be ſenſible, that 


happy Harmony and Confidence, I truſt, 


The Reaſmableneſs of Faith, 25 


a right Uſe of our Faith and Know- 


influences our Practice; when we ſhew 


our Faith by our Works, by our Cha-Jemes 3.18. 
| Al. V. 0. 


Laſtly, Sixc as I before obſerved, 


13, 14. 15. 


that human Society wherein we are 


cation to adore and bleſs the Provi- f 
dence of God, in a full Perſuaſion, that 1 
we, at this Time, live under the very 
beſt Government in the World. To the | 
orderly Management and Maintenance 


Faith, Affiance, and mutual Truſt, be- Rom. i. 12. 


tween Inferiors, and Superiors, are 1 
highly neceſſary, ever to be prayed for 
and deſired ; ſince on theſe the Quiet, — 


and Proſperity of the Whole, ſeems im- 
mediately to turn and depend. Of this 


a ſure Foundation is now laid, by thoſe 
eh 48087 E Princely 


ane 


Ezra vii. 27. 
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Frincely and muniticent Acts of Roy- 
al Favour lately beſtowed on our 


Two Univerſities and the Clergy, and 
by them gratefully accepted. Bleſſed 


NC e 
of our Excellent KING to do ſo 


great Things for us. Acts not only 


of Faith, but of Goodnels too, ſince 


they immediately relate to the Wel- 


fare of Religion, and the Advance- 
ment of uſeful Learning. How muſt 


it kindle in the Minds of the Free, 
Ingenuous, and Noble Youth, and 


others of this Place, a laudable Emu- 


lation in recommending themſelves to 
His MaJjesTy's good Opinion, and 
this, founded on a Merit acquired by 


their own Study and Improvement: 


How muſt it create in them an ear- 
neſt Deſire to excel in Speaking and 
Writing {ſuch Languages as will qua- 
lify them to ſerve their CHuk ch, 
KinG and CounTxy, and by which 


Services, Themſelves, as well as their 


Sovereign, may be faithfully and with 
Honour remember'd in Hiſtory ! That 
by this Means an Acquaintance may 


be obtained, and a more extenſive 
Com- 
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Commerce of Learning opened be- 
| wixt. ſeveral Nations, that are now 
Barbarians to us, amd we Barbari- icor. xiv. it. 
ans unto them. That by theſe Wiſe 


Proviſions true Piety may be encou- 


raged, and the Faith of Chriſt get the 


better and triumph over 1 — little 
Inſults of Vice and Infidelity at Home, 


and the ſtrong Holds of Heathen:ſm and 
Romaſh Super ſtition Abroad. That as 


27 


at the Dawn of our bleſſed Reforma- 


tion, Arts and Learning paved the Way 


for the reſcuing the learned Languages 


themſelves, as well as our Religion, 
from Popiſh Ignorance, Slavery and 
Corruptions; ſo by theſe Inſtances of 


Royal Bounty we may well preſage their 
Intereſts are ſtill. more firmly united; 


united in the Support and Defence 
of each other, in Defence of our 
common Faith, and theſe renowned 


Societies of Religion and Learn- 


ing, ro whom the KING has ſhewn 


himſelf a true Nurſing-Father ; that 


| they, in return, may be in a Readineſs, 
| with united Hearts, Tongues and Pens, 
to defend the Perſon and Government 
of His Sacred Majeſty and the Succeſ- 


ſion 


" 
1 
9 
94 
b 
„ 
U 
LY 
#9] 
14 
"1 
ik 
p 
1 
pt 
* 
1 


+ 


— 


K 


Fhe:Reaſmableneſi of Faith. 
fon to the Crown in the Proteſtant 
Line, as it is now happily ſettled in the 
IIluſtrious Houſe of Hanover ; until 
1 Cor. xiti.3. Arts and Science ſhall fail and vaniſh 
away, until Tongues and Languages 
ſhall ceaſe, and the Hiſtory of all Time 

ſhall be concluded. Then ſhall thei 

James ii. 13. Royal Law of Charity prevail and tri- 
umph, and Faith itſelf ſhall be loſt in 
;Cor. xii. the Sight and Fruition of God for ever 
Sz ane 15545; IQ 17841-2547... 0008 


Now, to God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt ; Three Per 
| ſons and One God; be aſcribed, as 
15 moſt due, all Honour, Praiſe 
Might, Majeſty and Dominion now 
and for evermore. Amen. 
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